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Durbin

Every so often I come across an
idea or a product that reminds
me why I love my line of work
so much. Recently, my
company Durbin PLC teamed
up with a group of healthcare
and medical engineers to
promote one of their recently
launched designs – The
CompactOR, a piece of equip-
ment that allows surgeons to
establish an operating theatre
environment in almost any
location. To offer maximum
support for such an innovative
and exciting new product, I
decided to launch the
CompactOR at the Arab
Health Show in January – the
biggest medical show in the
Middle East. The response was
overwhelming. Many of you
commented on what a simple
yet potentially life-saving idea
it is and I know that the
CompactOR will be a huge
success in the future. 

The CompactOR is a
Compact Operating Room, a
so-called ‘hospital-in-a-box’
comes into its own when
immediate access to a hospital
operating theatre is impossible.
Good examples of situations
where it could be invaluable
include developing countries,
natural disaster areas, war
zones and offshore locations,
such as oil refineries. It’s so
portable it fits in the back of a
4 x 4 jeep (which means that
it’s designed for use literally
anywhere – rough terrain and
war torn environments aren’t
out of reach). Importantly, it’s
quick to assemble and houses
the same life-saving equipment
found in any hi-tech hospital
(including anaesthetic delivery
systems, monitoring devices
and defibrillators). This
incredible surgical unit doesn’t
even require electricity. In
locations where no power
supply is available, there is a
choice of two renewable
energy options: solar-power (a
20W or 40W solar panel) or a
bicycle generator. Each
CompactOR system can run up
to 2 AR50 lamp units and is
capable of powering at least
one suction unit. 

Alexander Bushell, co-
inventor at Global Medical
Systems explains how he came

up with the idea: “Originally I'd
spent a lot of time in Kenya and
obviously in some of the small
rural villages they have
absolutely nothing at all – not
even a simple defibrillator. On
many occasions we found that
there were emergencies that
could have been quite easily
dealt with simple medical
equipment. That’s how the idea
for CompactOR was born.”

I’m not the only one who
believes this product could
save lives all over the world.
The UK magazine New
Scientist stated: “It is so
portable and mobile, giving it
particular efficacy in emer-

gency situations and for
disaster relief worldwide.” And
at the British Invention Show,
the CompactOR recently won
British Invention of the Year
and International Invention of
the Year as well as Innovation
of the Year.  

Already multilateral agencies
are looking at this product for
their healthcare reconstruction
projects in the developing
world. My hope is that one day,
no healthcare team working out
of a hospital environment will
be without one. In the mean-
time, I’m spreading the word… 
■ For further information
contact: l.morgan@durbin.co.uk

Spreading the word 
about new CompactOR

Durbin PLC is a British company based in South Harrow, London. Established in 1963,
the company specialises in supplying quality assured pharmaceuticals, medical
equipment and consumable supplies to healthcare professionals and aid agencies in
over 150 countries. As well as reacting rapidly to emergency situations, Durbin PLC
responds to healthcare supply needs from local project level to national scale
programmes. Web address: www.durbin.co.uk  Email:  L.morgan@durbin.co.uk 

The CompactOR, a piece of equipment that allows
surgeons to establish an operating theatre environment in
almost any location.
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